
NEWSLETTER
North Dakota State Fair

� Come and join the fun at the state fair! This 
year, the Appaloosa shows sport a new format thanks to 
our board of directors. In an attempt to make the shows 
more family friendly, we have gone back to the format 
of yesteryear. Halter and English classes will be judged 
on Friday, with the western classes and games on 
Saturday. The new format will give us time to get our 
picnic in on Friday night, as well as go on the midway or 
see one of the shows.

 The directors have also cut the cost to show 
at the fair. This year there are 3 judges instead of 4. The 
judges are Jim & Sandy Jirkovsky and Sarah Runyon. 
Other cost-saving measures are all day packages 
available for youth and non-pros. For $30  per judge, 
youth and non-pros can enter as many classes as they 
wish, and for an additional $10 they can enter all the 
open classes as well.

The show begins with Appaloosa halter at 8:00 am on Friday, July 29th followed by Paint halter and the 
English performance classes. The club will again host a potluck next to the horse barn at 5:30 pm on Friday 
evening. Everyone is welcome to attend and bring a friend and your favorite potluck dish. The show resumes 
on Saturday morning at 8:00 am with Trail classes followed by the rest of the western performance events.

State Fair Potluck and Picnic

Who:  ND Appaloosa Horse Club members and their guests plus Appaloosa show 

participants at the fair.

When:  Friday, July 29 at 5:30 pm

Where:  The grassy area on the south side of Horse Barn II

What to bring: Lawn chairs and a potluck dish
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48TH ANNUAL CANADIAN NATIONAL APPALOOSA SHOW 
The 48th Annual Canadian National Appaloosa Show begins August 1, 

2005 in Regina, Saskatchewan. The show will be held at the Regina 
Exhibition Park which is a large equestrian facility and fairgrounds.  Buffalo 
Days, Saskatchewan’s state fair, is taking place in conjunction with the 
National show.

Several members of the club will be competing at the show again this 
year. Bill & Jeanette Cook will be exhibiting their new yearling stallion, Se-
cret Admirer. They are also sending their 2 your filly, Emmy, with Nicky 
Overgaard to compete in 2 year old events. In addition, Rhonda Vielbig will 
be showing another colt raised by the Cooks.

Lawrence & Debi Hiatt will be hauling a trailer full of halter horses and 
Crystal Gandrud will be showing in the non-pro classes. Feldners are bringing 
three horses and Clay will be showing in the 13 & under classes. Four Finks 
Farm will again be hauling a whole host of youth competitors to liven up the 
youth events. I’m sure we’ll get to see several more of our club members at 
the show as well.

For more information on the show and to download the program, go to 
http://www.appaloosa.ca/48show.htm

THE BEAT GOES ON AT RIVER BEND APPALOOSAS
River Bend Appaloosas purchased a 
new two year old stallion this spring. 
His name is “Beat Goes On” and is 
know as “Sonny” on the farm. He is 
sired by the leopard stallion, Crystal 
Approval by Crystal Prince. His dam 
is also a leopard, Kyrie’s Dream-
catcher by Imperial Successor by Top 
Successor. 

Frank & Joleen still have their senior 
stallion, All In Cash. They had six foals this spring. DVDs and videos  of our 
horses available  for the asking. Updates  can be seen on 
www.geocities.com/fchtgiø  Extended pedigrees on all our horses are on
www.allbreedpedigree.com 
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APPALOOSA HORSE CLUB UPDATE FROM GENE CARR, NATIONAL DIRECTOR

The following are the greatest 
issues of the ApHC board of 
directors meeting held at the 2005 
National ApHC Show in Oklahoma  
City.
 

• Summary of the API Proposal now known as API2. 
This passed the board of directors.

• There was a presentation to the ApHC from 
Moscow,  Idaho. 

• Possible other locations to hold the National 
Appaloosa Show. 

• Increase of ApHC fees. 
 
If you have not received the unapproved ApHC 
BOD minutes that were presented to the member-
ship meeting, send me your email address and I will 
send a copy to you.

I have written an article titled Improving Registra-
tions which was sent to Lisa in to accompany this 
letter. Also the registration and transfer history of 
the ApHC are included. When a registration change 
has been made in the ApHC in the past, it was re-
sulted in a decline in registrations and transfers.  The 
ApHC needs a marketing plan that will assist the 
Appaloosa breeder in selling the results of their 
breeding operation for at the minimum a break point 
and hopefully at reasonable profit. As this has not 
been done the number of registrations has declined.  

 9/11 dealt a harmful blow to the equine economy as 
the prices dropped for all horses on the general mar-
ket at this point.

 Before making this change, the ApHC BOD should 
have had a opinion poll from the membership on the 
proposed change in registrations. If the members are 
not aware of the proposal, it will result in still less 
registrations and transfers.

Those people that show at the National and World 
Shows are showing an increase in entries.  This phase 
of the ApHC is very healthy. There is a market for 
the very top horses that can win at this level of com-

petition. The market is not strong for Appaloosas 
which may not be in this category.

 In the past attempts to move the ApHC office have 
not passed the membership vote.  Therefore, if the 
attempt to move the ApHC office continues, there 
will probably be a small number of employees left in 
Moscow to forward mail or any other communica-
tion. The rest would be moved to another location.

 The subject of moving the National Appaloosa Show 
to a location other than a central place such as Okla-
homa City is causing a great concern among those 
who show at this level. The members need to follow 
this discussion closely.

 There was an increase in fees to do business with the 
ApHC. In my opinion, this is regressive as there will 
be a tendency for members to do less business due to 
the increase of fees. A business in a financial crisis 
should be looking for ways to change their operation 
without increasing fees. Yes, there are times when it 
is necessary to increase fees due to inflation, but this 
is not the time.

 Gene Carr
ApHC Director for Territory I Zone C
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Calendar
July 29 - 30, 2005

North Dakota State Fair Shows

Minot, North Dakota

August 1 - 6, 2005

Canadian National Appaloosa Show

Regina, Saskatchewan

August 20 - 21, 2005

Red River Valley Appaloosa Shows

Valley City, North Dakota

October 28 - November 5, 2005

World Championship Appaloosa Show

Fort Worth, Texas



IMPROVING REGISTRATIONS
(Analysis of Problems, Solutions and Risks)

 
 The Appaloosa Horse Club is facing a number of 
serious, difficult and immediate challenges:
 
• How to increase the market appeal of Appaloosas 

and consequently, breedings, selling prices and 
transfers. 

• How to generate breeder confidence that the 
board of directors is capable of assessing difficul-
ties accurately, then developing and passing pro-
posals that improve and safeguard the short and  
long-term stability of the Appaloosa industry. 

These challenges are current undergoing extensive 
discussion in a variety of forums as the board of 
directors prepares for its Nationals meeting. While 
some suggest that these challenges are of crisis 
proportions requiring immediate action, significant 
changes in policy, especially registration rules, are 
not without significant risks and deserve closer 
analysis in order to insure that long-term stability 
is not sacrificed.

 API and similar proposals are at the center of what 
is hoped to be the major solutions to most of the 
Appaloosa Horse Club’s registration-related 
problems.  While the proposal was voted down at 
the last Board meeting, it or something similar is 
likely to be introduced again at the Nationals meet-
ing. While the idea has appeal, it also entails vari-
ous risks, both short and long-term and assumes to 
have defined the current CPO program (Rules 231, 
Appaloosa X Appaloosa CPO) as the major cause 
of difficulties. Proponents argue that registrations, 
etc. will increase if “barriers or obstacles” are re-
moved. In short eliminating the Appaloosa X Ap-
paloosa CPO would open up breeding options, 
subsequently increasing registrations, because the 
risk of foaling an unshowable n/c from a cross-
breeding program would be eliminated. Lost in this 
prediction is the effect of current Appaloosa Horse 
Club marketing programs and United  States eco-
nomic conditions on the breeding industry.

Many breeders today have reduced their breeding 
programs and are saying they cannot afford to 
breed more mares because the market is too soft, 
selling prices for foals do not begin to recoup pro-
duction costs.

Some argue that current Appaloosa Horse Club 
marketing efforts are inadequate to growing mem-
berships and perhaps enticing more breeders into 
the Appaloosa industry. Furthermore, with factor-
ing in the current state of the United  States 
economy---plant closings, layoffs, minimal to non-
existent wage increases, uncertain job futures, seri-
ous cuts in pension benefits---the risk of high level 
participation in the Appaloosa industry (showing 
or breeding) are too expensive. How would chang-
ing registration rules alter difficult economic times?

 Therein lies the risk of adopting a highly contro-
versial change:

 
 If registration rules are changed and cross-
breeding is once again opened up significantly, 
what happens to the Appaloosa Horse Club if more 
crossbreeding takes place, but because of the over-
all economy, breedings and registrations overall still 
do not improve and those opposed to the change 
either stop breeding or fail to register their foals 
with the Appaloosa Horse Club?

The original CPO program adopted in 1982 failed 
to produce desired results and saw a continual de-
cline in registrations through the 1980s and 1990s. 
Supporters argued that poor economic conditions 
were at fault, that given time , the old program 
would deliver its results.

As the US economy weathered the recession of the 
mid-80s and economic conditions improved, 
ApHC registrations still continued their decline, 
and at a time when APHA and AQHA registrations 
turned around and started increasing. In short, as 
some argue, while the old CPO program did bring 
new people into the breed, it also discouraged 
other breeders who either left the breed or regis-
tered their foals with other organizations. Such is 
the historic and continuing controversy over the 
ApHC’s registration rules.
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The new CPO, adopted in 1998 and effective in 2002, did not witness an immediate decline in registrations 
as some predicted, despite the fact that cross-breeding did decrease. Now that registrations for 2004 show a 
serious decline, continuing into early 2005, blaming the new CPO as the major cause of current problems 
seems an all-to-simple explanation for declining registrations. In addition, at least some are complaining that 
changing registrations rules too quickly is discouraging to breeders, to the point that until the ApHC dem-
onstrates long-term stability, they will limit their 
breeding programs.

 No doubt eliminating the entire CPO program 
would be helpful to some breeders, but whether or 
not it would produce any significant increases in reg-
istrations either in the short or long-term is not only 
an open question, but a high-level risk that could 
backfire on many fronts and create even greater 
problems than those it would propose to solve.

Is this a risk the ApHC can afford to take? And if 
adopted, what happens after a year or two IF regis-
trations not only fail to increase significantly, but de-
crease or at a minimum, remain stagnant?  Would 
rules be changed again?

We have been told that “doing nothing: is not an op-
tion. While such a position is not without merit, do-
ing “something” in the form of continuing to tinker 
with registration rules is a risk that the ApHC cannot 
afford to take without first examining the overall US 
economy, the state of the horse market in other 
breeds, the effectiveness of current ApHC marketing 
efforts, and factoring in long-term and historic rules 
controversy that has plagued the ApHC for the bet-
ter part of that last 25 years.

ANNUAL DIFFERENCE OF TRANSFERS  
1982 TO 2004

Total transfers for 1982 – 27,670
1983
 --
 -6,552
 1994
 --
 +1,092
1984
 --
 +815
 1995
 --
 +710
1985
 --
 -3,846
 1996
 --
 +1,98
1986
 --
 +307
 1997
 --
 -669
1987
 --
 -2,230
 1998
 --
 -856
1988
 --
 -351
 1999
 --
 +647
1989
 --
 -637
 2000
--
 -212
1990
 --
 -1,383
 2001
 --
 -2,177
1991
 --
 -1,312
 2002
--
 -1,591
1992
 --
 -1,210
 2003 
--
 -241
1993
 --
 +938
 2004
--
 -1,298

During this period the transfers declined from 1982 (27,670) to 2004 
(6,974).

Summary of API Proposal

There will be three (3) Registration Classifica-
tions for foals born beginning January 2008

1)
 (#) Regular
a.� Appaloosa to Appaloosa – at least 1 par-

ent Regular (#) registration classifica-
tion and having characteristics as per 
Rule 202.

b.
 Any AN horse satisfying characteris-
tics criteria as per Rule 202.

c.
 O classified horse which meets ad-
vancement criteria.

2)
 AN
a.� Appaloosa to Appaloosa – at least 1 par-

ent Regular (#) registration classifica-
tion, not having characteristics must 
be bred back to Regular (#) registered 
Appaloosa. AN horses may advance to 
Regular (#) registration classification 
if they meet characteristic require-
ments as per Rule 202.

3)
 O
a.� “O” registration classification – Regular 

(#) registered Appaloosa to approved 
breed horse, must be bred back to 
Regular (#) registered Appaloosa and 
must pay $50 Outcross Fee in addi-
tion to registration fees.

Advancement – “O” Classified horses having characteristics as 
per Rule 202, upon application to ApHC and one of the fol-
lowing: 

Achievement of ROM and $250 
OR 

Payment of $500 

&i' advance to Regular (#) registration.

ALL 3 CLASSIFICATIONS MAY 
PARTICIPATE IN ApHC APPROVED OR 

SPONSORED EVENTS.
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 ROCKY TOP APPALOOSAS HAVE A SECRET ADMIRER

When Jeanette agreed to go to the Billings Horse 
Sale on May 28th, she didn’t know Bill was secretly 
admiring a young colt in the sale. The colt, a yearling 
by The Secret and out of Ima Dandy Miss by Mighty 
David, is chestnut with a snowcap blanket. His 
name, incidentally, is Secret Admirer.

The colt joins the Cooks’ other stallions, Rockin 
Sidney and Zippos Country Cat at home in New 
Salem. They will be showing him at the state fair and 
the upcoming Canadian Nationals.

Take a look at the Rocky Top Appaloosa ad in 
this newsletter as well as their web site to see the 
beautiful crop of foals the Cooks have this year. 
www.rockytopappaloosas.com

ENGKVISTS LOSE A TREASURED GELDING

� The Engkvists lost a special horse last month. “Ernie”, aka Cee Cee Dee was shown by Sherrie in 
Heritage classes but most importantly was shown by Gannon in leadline. Gannon was proud to be aboard 
his trusty steed. Ernie was a kind fellow and will be fondly remembered by all members of the club. 

Cee Cee Dee was a 1992 foal out of Tim King.  Kevin McCullough purchased him from Bill & Jeanette 
Cook.  Keith And Mary Lynnes purchased him from Kevin in 1993.  He was shown by Carol Hendrickson, 
Molly Lynnes, and Carrie Lynnes until  the fall of 2000, when he became Gannon’s horse.  He won the Sid 
Markle and Evelyn Johnson traveling trophy in 1995, 96 and 97.  He was also the North Dakota Born and 
Bred High Point horse in 1995. 

APPALOOSA HORSE CLUB, INC. - Horses Registered by Year

1940 - 21
1941 - 24
1942 - 30
1943 - 15
1944 - 26
1945 - 174
1946 - 65
1947 - 62
1948 - 296
1949 - 612
1950 - 103
1951 - 88
1952 - 168
1953 - 171
1954 - 251
1955 - 365
1956 - 666

1957 - 1,147
1958 - 1,753
1959 - 2,780
1960 - 4, 052
1961 - 7,343
1962 - 10,462
1963 - 11,294
1964 - 12,050
1965 - 11,653
1966 - 12,700
1967 - 14,911
1968 - 12,389
1969 - 14,112
1970 - 28,700
1971 - 18,008
1972 - 17,386
1973 - 20,357

1974 - 20,361
1975 - 20,175
1976 - 20,471
1977 - 19,316
1978 - 17,767
1979 - 27,992
1980 - 25,384
1981 - 18,274
1982 - 25,317
1983 - 22,184
1984 - 17,674
1985 - 16,189
1986 - 14,551
1987 - 12,589
1988 - 12,317
1989 - 10,746
1990 - 10,669

1991 - 9,902
1992 - 10,033
1993 - 9,073
1994 - 10,104
1995 - 10,903
1996 - 10,067
1997 - 11,030
1998 - 9,119
1999 - 10,099
2000 - 10,906
2001 - 9,322
2002 - 9,9032
2003 - 9,152
2004 - 7,801
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